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Prefixes in Chinese

In Chinese, prefixes are a grammatical element added to the beginning of a word,
such as #, 7]\, P, 28, and #)]. These prefixes must be combined with other

characters to form a word and can’t be used alone.
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Z /1do/

* Original meaning and use:
As an adjective, & means old or elder and can be used as a predicate in a
sentence or to describe other elements.
e.g.
- BEWEHEET., (Baba mama ldo le.) My parents are old.
- #FA (ldo rén) old man

- 9545 (Ido ndinai) old woman

* As a prefix in Chinese:
% is a dummy prefix. In a word, it either has no meaning or indicates respect,

an amiable feeling or seniority among a group of people.

Rule:

Goes before animal names, people, monosyllabic family names or numbers.

Structure:

Z + animal name/person/monosyllabic family name/number
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I. NO meaning
ZI (150 hi) tiger
Z R (180 shui) mouse
ZE (150 ying) eagle
li. respect
Zh (Iaoshr.) teacher
ZR (I150ban) boss; shopkeeper
lil. amiable feeling

ZokI, FARR!

(Lao zhang a, hao jit

Zhang, long time no see!

b jian!)
ZN (I150gong) husband
ZE (180p6) wife
Iv. seniority
ZK (150 da) big brother; big cheese
22— (130°r) the second child; ranking
second
— (150 san) the third child; ranking
o third
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I\ /xido/

* Original meaning and use:
As an adjective, /J\ means young or small and can be used as a predicate in
a sentence or to describe other elements.
eg.
- YRR ANT . (Zheé jian yifu tai xido le.) This clothes is too small
- IZWBEX (xido péngyou) little boy or girl

- IZZF (xido haizi) little child

* As a prefix in Chinese:
/I is also a dummy prefix. In a word, it either shows no meaning or affection.
When indicating affection, it is usually used by a senior towards their

subordinates or by an elder towards younger people.
Rule:
Goes before people, adjectives or monosyllabic family names.

Structure:

/v + person/monosyllabic family name/other elements
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I. NO Mmeaning
JNTH (xido jie) Miss
al (xido xin) to be careful
INA (xido chou) Joker; clown
INME (xido zhu) to live for a while
INK (xido qi) to be mean

Ii. affection

INEE, FBATED—T,

(Xido LI, bang wo dayin yi
xia.)

Lee, help me to print it.

B, [E SRy !

(Xi%o He a, huf 14i 1a!)

He, you're back!

O
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B /a/

* Original meaning and use:
Fa] is usually combined with other elements to form a word. By itself, [a

doesn’t mean anything.

* As a prefix in Chinese:
As a very common prefix, i is usually used as a greeting and

indicates affection.

Rule:
Goes before numbers, monosyllabic family names, nicknames or relative

nouns.

Structure:

FJ + number/monosyllabic family name/nickname/relative noun

Affection
Foy Y (asi) the fourth child; ranking fourth
fo] £ (a wang) Wang (family name)
Bl (ah) Li (nickname)
) antie; a calling to other woman with similar

Bl i35 (ayi) 0

age as your mother
R 22 (a po) grandma; a calling to other elder woman
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&= /di/

* Original meaning and use:
%8 is usually combined with other elements to form a word. By itself,

% doesn’t mean anything.
* As a prefix in Chinese:

As a prefix, £ is usually used to indicate order.

Rule:

Goes before an integer.

Structure:
% + integer
Ordinal
= (diy1) the first
o (dier) the second
E£+ (di shf) the tenth
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%7 /cho/

* Original meaning and use:
#] means beginning or start. In modern Chinese, when %] is used alone, it is
usually a part of a fixed expression. Otherwise, it is part of a word.
eg.
- #FFEEZF (chd ldi zha dao) to be new here
- MAEFRKIE, (T3 zai xué chaji hanyil.) He is learning elementary
Chinese.
- ARFEBLXIERE), REHF T LA
(Wo zui chd shi xiang qu Béjjing de, zui hou qué lai le Shanghai.)
At the beginning, | wanted to go to Beljing, however | came to Shanghar at

/ast.

* As a prefix in Chinese:

As a prefix, %] is usually used to indicate sequence in Chinese lunar time.
Rule:
Goes before numbers less than or equal to ten.

Structure:

¥ + number(£10)
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Sequence in Chinese lunar time

— (cha y1) the first day (lunar year)
= (cha er) the second day (lunar year)
T+ (cha shi) the tenth day (lunar year)
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Suffixes in Chinese

In modern Chinese, there are significantly more suffixes than prefixes, so, in this
part, we will go over several important suffixes, suchas ¥, JL, 4, 3k, %, &,

7, and [, which will help you express a wide variety of ideas. These suffixes
either show people’s affection, distinguish a group of people, or change the part

of speech when added after other elements. So, let's see how they work.
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- /i/

* Original meaning and use:
In ancient Chinese, (zi) with third tone is an expression showing respect to
honorable people.
eg.
- A F (Kong zi) Confucius, a Chinese philosopher

&+ (Xun zi) Xunzi, a Chinese philosopher

ZF (Ldo zi) Laozi, a Chinese philosopher

- &F (Meng zi) Mengzi, a Chinese philosopher

* As a suffix in Chinese:
A very common suffix, ¥ (zi) pronounced with neutral tone is only a
grammatical particle in modern Chinese. It is always used as a nominal

suffix, added after another character.
Rule:
Goes after a partial noun, verb, or adjective to make it into a noun

Structure:

Partial noun/verb/adjective +

O3


http://www.digmandarin.com/

www.digmandarin.com

i. noun +-f
2E¥ (zhuo zi) desk: table
o (v zi) chair
o (deng zi) stool
HF (béi zi) cup
W®F (kuai zi) chopsticks
KF (bén zi) notebook
1 (xiang zi) box
BEF (hé zi) case; box
By (chéng zi) orange
%f (ja zi) tangerine
B (téo zi) peach
JLF (ér zi) son
hF (sha zi) sand

ii. verb+—
=Y (gai zi) lid

iii. adjective+—+
‘¥ (sha zi) the fool
WT (féng zi) madman
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JL sér/

* Original meaning and use:

JL originally meant son in Chinese and can be used alone or combined with

other words.
eg.
- JLIT, (F4&FEIF T, (Era ni zhongyd huildi le.) Oh my son, you
finally back.
- JLAEFEILAFE. (Ersan zi you ér san fi.) The children can take care of
themselves when they grow up.

- JLZXRE (Er nd shuang quéan) with son and daughter

* As a suffix in Chinese:
As a common suffix, JL (written as ‘r’ in pinyin) is only a grammatical

particle. It mainly functions as a nominal suffix added after other characters.

Rule:

Goes after a partial noun or verb to form a noun.

Structure:

nominal morpheme/verbal morpheme + JL


http://www.digmandarin.com/

www.digmandarin.com

i. noun+JL
wIL (hua'r) flower
#ZJL (pén'r) pot
RIL (gun’r) stick
L (che'r) car
=)L (shi'r) thing
=L (nG'r) daughter
ii. verb+JL
B8 JL (hua’r) painting
= (uan'r) curve
=)L (gai') lid
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sk /téu/

* Original meaning and use:
As a noun, 3k (t6u) means head. It can be used alone or combined with other
words.
eg.
- HISEE AL T 7 (NI de téu zénme le?) What's wrong with your head?
- FSLE, (WO téu téng.) | have a headache.

- SLX (toufa) hair

* As a suffix in Chinese:
As a suffix, k(tou) is pronounced with neutral tone. The ancient meaning of
head has been obscured. It mainly functions as a nominal suffix, added after

another character.
Rule:
Goes after a partial noun, verb, or adjective to make it into a noun.

Structure:

Partial noun/verb/adjective + 3k
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i. noun+3k
AL (mu tou) wood
A3k (shi tou) stone
Bk (gu tou) bone
ii. verb+3k
EFk (kan tou) be worthy of watching
A=k (ting tou) be worthy of listening
ok (nian tou) idea; thought
iii. adjective+3k
AL (zhtin tou) accuracy
EH3L (tidn tou) sweet taste; benefit

O
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R Irén/

* Original meaning and use:
2K originally functioned as an adjective meaning right or as a pronoun
meaning such or this way.
eg.
- NG (bu yT wéi rdn) not to regard it as right
- 28 (dang rdn) of course

- 2= (rdn hou) then

* As a suffix in Chinese:
When used as a suffix, the original meaning of %A doesn’t matter and it is
used to describe a kind of state. It's mainly used after another character to

form an adverb, adjective or conjunction.
Rule:
Goes after a character to form an adverb, adjective or conjunction.

Structure:

a character + &
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I. form an adverb

2R (ha ran) suddenly

A (gud ran) sure enough

Pesx (huang ran) suddenly
ii. form an adjective

RAR (td ran) sudden

B (xian ran) obvious
lil. form a conjunction

BE AR (ji ran) now that

=R (suT ran) even though
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£ /zh&/

* Original meaning and use:
In ancient Chinese, & was used to refer to people or things with a certain
feature after another element. It is often used in Chinese poems or idioms.
eg.
- HEWEE FE2ER. (Shizhé rd sifu, bu shé zhou ye.)
How it flows on, never creasing, night and day!
- HANEE BHEH. (Zhi rén zhé zhi, zi zhi zhé ming.)

He who knows others is learned. and he who knows himself is wise.

* As a suffix in Chinese:
When used as a suffix, #& actually keeps the characteristic of referring
to people with a certain feature to some degree but becomes more
ambiguous. It is mainly applied as a noun suffix added after another

morpheme.

Rule:

Goes after a verb, adjective or part of a noun to make it into a noun.

Structure:

verb/adjective/partial noun + &

O
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i. verb+3&
& (duzh@) reader
=== (zudzhe) author
FE (xuézhé) scholar
ii. adjective+3&
£E (huanzhé) patient
K& (zhdngzh&) eldership
GE= (shangzhé&) the wounded
iii. noun+3&
£& (bizh&) writer
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K /iia/

* Original meaning and use:
In modern Chinese, % means family or home. It can be used alone or
combined with other words.
eg.
KERS., (Zhe shiwd jid,) This is home.
5 A (ia rén) family

5¢/E (jia ting) household

* As a suffix in Chinese:
As a nominal suffix, 3% can be put after activities to indicate people engaged

in that activity.
Rule:
Goes after an activity.

Structure:

activity +
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People engaged in some field of activity

T (huajia) painter
RBl=zz (kéxugjia) scientist
RKNZEEK (tianwénxuéjia) astronomer
ExR (zuojia) writer
NS (xidoshujia) fictionist
HFER (shuxuéjia) mathematian
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51 /yuén/

* Original meaning and use:
i refers to people and can be used alone or combined with other words.
eg.
EBENIKAERI—R. (NI'shi women dui Il de yi yudn.) You are a member
of our team.
A& (rén yuan) personnel
R (yuangong) staff

IR (dongyudn) call forth

* As a suffix in Chinese:
As a nominal suffix, &3 can be put after an activity or group to indicate

people who do that activity or are members of that group.
Rule:
Goes after a character for an activity or group.

Structure:

activity/group + B
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I. people engaged in activity

KA (qitlyuan) player
A (yanyuan) actor

li. people in a group
UNA (duiyuan) teammate
=R (hulyuan) member
R (chéngyuan) member
ZillAl (tuanyuan) group member
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17 /men/

* Original meaning and use:
{7 usually needs to be combined with other elements to form a word. By

itself, i1 doesn’'t mean anything.

* As a suffix in Chinese:
As a suffix, {1 is mainly put after nouns or pronouns to indicate

pluralization.
Rule:
Goes after a noun or pronoun to make it plural.

Structure:

noun/pronoun + 1]
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Indicate plural

1 (wdmen) we; us
1R117 (nfmen) you
177 (tamen) they; them
1] (tamen) they; them
=2 (tamen) they; them
N[N (rénmen) people
FF1 (géshdumen) singers
HEEMN (zhiyudnzh&men) volunteers
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B /bian/

* Original meaning and use:
151 (bian) with first tone refers to the edge, boundary, border or side.
eg.
- Y4 (bianyuan) edge

s,

- WHE (bianjiang) boundary

s,

- WSR (bianjiang) border

Paragh}

- FU=FEHE (déng bian sanjidoxing) equilateral triangle

* As a suffix in Chinese:

141 is a suffix attached to nouns that indicate location.
Rule:
Goes after location nouns.

Structure:

location noun+ifi
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I. noun +f

(shangbian) upper

(xiabian) lower

(zudbian) left

(youbian) right
(waibian) outside

(bian) inside

(gianbian) front

=pul (houbian) back
Ria (déngbian) east
[iic] (xbian) west
jtin (b&ibian) north
Epul (nanbian) south
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