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Chinese Measure Words List

Pinyin
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ming
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dud

www.DigMandarin.com

@

)

Usage
person, thing

person

person, professional

dependent

corpse

household

animal
livestock
horse
fish, snakes
tree
plant, flower still in
the ground

flower bulb or stem

handful
long (and straight)
long (and winding)

long (and thin)

Example
— A (T ge rén) “a person”
=fIEF (san wei ldoshT) “three
teachers”
—HEA (yi ming yishéng) “a doctor”
ANAXRE (it kou jiajuan) “six
dependents”
—EB A (yiju shith) “a corpse”
+F AZK (shi hu rénjia) “ten
households”
—R 5 (yi zhi nijo) “a bird”
—3LH (yi téu nid) “a cow”
—MC L (yi pi ma) “a horse”
— % & (yiti4o yu) “a fish”
—12H5 (yi ke shu) “a tree”

—#kHE (yi zha hua) “a flower”

—Z=WIR (yT dud méigut) “a stem of
rose”

—3B3E (yi ba hua) “a bunch of flowers”
—X & (yi zhi bi) “a pen”

— 239 (yT tido hé) “a river”

—RL& (yi gén téufd) “astrand of hair”
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f

ot

juan

feng

tong

hé

shu

bén

fén

jian

jié

mén

ci

chang

flat

pile

big pile
small, compact
tiny
leaf, something that
turns on a hinge

a pack

a roll

an envelope

tube, bucket

box

boquet

book

newspaper

incident

event, episode

a subject or series of
classes
time, occurrence

large event

—5K 2 (y zhang piao) “a ticket”

—HEL (yT tuédn luan) “a mess (lit. a pile
of junk)”

—HEELRR (y1 dut wall) “a pile of rubble”
— Tk (yi ke zha) “a perl”

—%i75 (yi I yao) “apill”

— & 17(y1 shan mén) “a door”

— 8\ (yi bdo mian zhi) “a pack of
tissues”

—& D HEL (yi judn weishéngzhi) “a roll
of toilet paper”

—3#H{E (yi féng xin) “a letter”

—REHE (yT tdng youql) “a bucket of
paint”

—&I555 /1 (y1 hé qidokelh) “a box of
chocolates”

— R # (yT shu hua) “a boquet of
flowers”

—Z&F (yT bén sha) “a book”

—R4E (y1 fén baozhl) “a newspaper”
— 1 (yT jian shl) “an incident, a
circumstance, a thing”

—T518 (yT jié keé) “one class” from a
series or a course

REBILITIR n (0T zai xia | mén ke)
*How many subjects are you taking?”
=>K (san ci) “three times”

—1% KWW (yT chdng dayl) “a heavy rain”
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duan

zhén

ke

xi
tang
jian

dong

céng

ZUuo

fen

pian

kuai

a period of time

sudden, passing event

a moment

a long period of time,

or an activity that
requires significant
effort
banquet
atrip
room, house

tall building

floor

wall

wall
multi-building

complex
field, open public
space

place of work
large structure

portion

piece

piece, slice

—ER1X=E (yT duan wang shi) “a past
event”

—[ER (yi zhén yl) “a quick rain shower”
—ZIIE (yike fengkuang) “a moment
of madness”

—BFRE (y fan hdo gixiang) “a

stretch of good weather”

—FES (yixi yanhul) “a banquet”
—HHRST (yT tang lixing) “a tour”
—[8]EF (y7 jian wazi) “a room”

— Kt (y1 dong dalou) “a tall
building”

FEKREE (Wi céng daléu) “a five story
building”, literally “five floors of building”
—1FHE (yi du giang) “a wall”

— M5 (yimian giang) “a wall”

—Pr&EPRR (yi sud yiyuan) “a hospital”

—1i5E< (yi chdng yanhui) “a party”

—ZX/AF] (YT jia gongsl) “a company”
—JEHy (yi zud qido) “a bridge”

— ™ (yT fén mian) “an order of
noodles”

— R 9T (yipian binggan) “a piece of
cookie”

—BREHE (yikuai dangao) “aslice of cake”
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is

pan

l6ng

dr

ping

hu

guan

chuang

tido

zhan

fu

zhén

jian

sip, mouthful

dish

meal

bowl

plate

bamboo drum

drop

cup

bottle

teapot

can, jar

whiff, smell

bedsheets

towel, tablecloth

lamp

painting or drawing

printed picture

article of clothing

H means “mouth”.

—iE &3 (yidao ming cai) “a famous
dish”

—IfE L (yi dun zdocan) “a breakfast”
—®itR (yi wan fan) “a bowl of (cooked)
rice”

—3Z KR (yT pan shuigud) “a plate of
fruit”

— % Z R (y1 16ng zhéng ji&o) “an order
of steamed dumplings”

—3m@7K (yi dishul) “a drop of water”
—MZX (yT béichd) “a cup of tea”
—JRMEE (vi ping pijiti) “a bottle of beer”
—&EZ5 (V1 hU cha) “a pot of tea”

— % (yT guan féngmi) “a jar of
honey”

—BE &Lk (yT gl xiangwei) “a pleasant
aroma”

—RAB#E (Y1 chuéng mian béi) “a cotton
blanket”

—&HF (v tido tanzi) “a blanket”

—2= 8T (y1 zhan téideng) “a standing
lamp”

— 0@ & (yT f4 hua) “a painting or
drawing”

— i B A (yT zhén zhaopian) “a
photograph”

— A BR (yT jian yifd) “an article of

clothing”
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tido

tao

ing

shuang

fu

dui

qun

zhong

péi

dui

lie

a long article of
clothing

costume

hat
pair of identical
objects
pair of
complementary
objects

man-woman pair

a few

a kind

group, flock

a crowd

an organization

a group or a band

a class

a row, queue

a team, battalion

a chain, exhibited

items

— & (YT tido Iingdai) “a necktie”

—EmE (yi tao xizhuang) “a (Western)
suit”

—IAMEF (yi ding maozi) “a hat”
—XEREE (yT shuang yanjing) “pair of
eyes”

— B (yT fu wan kuai) “bowl and

chopsticks”

—Xf k2 (yI dul faqr) “a married
couple”, literally “one pair husband wife”
—LUEETY (v xie dongxi) “a few things”
—FhzN# (yi zhdng dongwll) “a type of
animal”

—&£ A\ (yT gun rén) “a group of people”
— A& A (yT zhong rén) “a crowd of
people”

—4BFF (y1 zU yong hu) “consumers’
organization”

—#EW (yT bang zéi) “a group of thieves”
—IEF4 (v ban xuéshéng) “a class of
students”

—HEEFF (y7 pai dian gan) “a row of
electrical posts”

—BAZE A (yT dul janrén) “a battalion of
soldiers”

— %K% (y1 lié hudche) “a train”,

literally “a chain of cars”
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xiang
chuan
da

dié

pian

zé

r

nian

dai

item in a list, headline

skewer
dozen

stack

sentence
poem, song
speech

phone call

written piece

advertisement, news

report, story
a play
a movie
machine
road vehicle
airplane
ship
second
minute
day

day

week

year

era, generation

—IR#RER (T xiang biaotl) “a headline”
—ER A (yT chuan rou) “a skewer of meat”
—FT38%& (yT da jidan) “a dozen eggs”
— &% (y1 dié xiang) “a stack of
boxes/containers”

—Aa]iE (y7 ju hud) “a spoken sentence”
—E1F (V1 shou shi) “a poem”

—I75&3% (yi chdng yanshuod) “a speech”
12 =®HIE (ie dao san tong dianhua)
“receive three phone calls”

— B X E (y1 pian wénzhang) “a
newspaper article”

— & (yi zé guanggao) “an
advertisement”

— ¥ (yi chd xi) “a play, a drama”
—IBEE (y1 bu didnying) “a movie”
—&®HM (v tai dianshi) “a television”
—I®5 % (yi liang qgiché) “a car”
—Z87XHL (yT jia feiji) “an airplane”
—H¥IRAL (i sou fanchuan) “a sailboat”
—FbgH (yi mido zhong) “one second”
—44%h (yT fénzhong) “one minute”

— X (yi tian) “one day”

—H (y1 1) “one day” (used in literature
and journalism)

— & (y1 zhou) “one week” (used in
literature and journalism)

—E (yT nian) “one year”

+—14 (shang yidai) “the previous
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generation”

gé unit —/NINET (yigé xidoshi) “one hour”
in unit of weight (~0.5

kg)
didn unit of weight (ton)

bang unit of weight (pound)

ping unit of area (~0.6 m2)

kuai monetary unit (1
yuan)
méao monetary unit (1/10
yuan)
bt an unspecified amount of money
cun one inch (~1/30 m)
cht one foot (~1/3 m)
v unit of distance (~0.5
km)

shéng  unit of volume (1 liter)

dou unit of volume (10
liter)
du degree, level



