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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024.

1 Why choose this syllabus?

Key benefits

Cambridge IGCSE is the world's most popular international
qualification for 14 to 16 year olds, although it can be taken by

students of other ages. It is tried, tested and trusted.
- R > 2
Students can choose from 70 subjects in any combination — it is Lo 2
taught by over 4700 schools in 150 countries. 20 . (=2
nent Ry oY ! o | Cambridge 3

learner
skills for understanding and communicating in everyday situations in

Chinese. Learners begin to develop cultural awareness of countries

and communities where Chinese is spoken. They acquire the essential linguistic skills required for progression to
further studies or employment.

Our programmes balance a thorough knowledge and understanding
of a subject and help to develop the skills learners need for their
next steps in education or employment.

Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese develops a set of transferable

Our approach in Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese encourages learners to be:

confident, using new and familiar structures and vocabulary to communicate with others in everyday situations
responsible, seeking opportunities to use and develop their language skills

reflective, considering how to communicate different ideas and attitudes

innovative, applying language to a variety of situations

engaged, developing learning strategies which help them to express their ideas and their understanding of other
cultures.

‘The strength of Cambridge IGCSE qualifications is internationally recognised and has provided
an international pathway for our students to continue their studies around the world.'

Gary Tan, Head of Schools and CEO, Raffles International Group of Schools, Indonesia

2 www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse Back to contents page



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Why choose this syllabus?

International recognition and acceptance

Our expertise in curriculum, teaching and learning, and assessment is the basis for the recognition of our
programmes and qualifications around the world. The combination of knowledge and skills in Cambridge IGCSE
Mandarin Chinese gives learners a solid foundation for further study. Candidates who achieve grades A* to C are
well prepared to follow a wide range of courses including Cambridge International AS & A Level Chinese.

Cambridge IGCSEs are accepted and valued by leading universities and employers around the world as evidence of
academic achievement. Many universities require a combination of Cambridge International AS & A Levels and
Cambridge IGCSEs or equivalent to meet their entry requirements.

UK NARIC, the national agency in the UK for the recognition and comparison of international qualifications and
skills, has carried out an independent benchmarking study of Cambridge IGCSE and found it to be comparable to
the standard of GCSE in the UK. This means students can be confident that their Cambridge IGCSE qualifications
are accepted as equivalent to UK GCSEs by leading universities worldwide.

Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese has been designed to help candidates develop language proficiency to
level A2 (Basic User) of the Common European Framework of Reference for Language: Learning, Teaching,
Assessment (CEFR).

Assessment objectives, subject content, mark schemes and task types have been designed with reference to the
CEFR to ensure that candidates have opportunities to demonstrate proficiency at the intended levels.

Cambridge Assessment International Education is an education organisation and politically neutral. The
content of this syllabus, examination papers and associated materials do not endorse any political view. We
endeavour to treat all aspects of the exam process neutrally.

Learn more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition

‘Cambridge IGCSE is one of the most sought-after and recognised qualifications in the world. It
is very popular in Egypt because it provides the perfect preparation for success at advanced level

programmes.’
Managing Director of British School in Egypt BSE

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 3



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Why choose this syllabus?

Supporting teachers

We provide a wide range of practical resources, detailed guidance, and innovative training and professional
development so that you can give your students the best possible preparation for Cambridge IGCSE.

Teaching resources

e School Support Hub
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

e Syllabuses

e Schemes of work

e Learner guides

e Discussion forums

e Endorsed resources

\

Support for

Cambridge

Training

e Introductory - face-to-face or online
e Extension — face-to-face or online

e Enrichment — face-to-face or online
e Coursework — online

e Cambridge Professional Development
Qualifications

Find out more at
www.cambridgeinternational.org/profdev

\

~

Exam preparation resources
e Question papers
e Mark schemes

e Example candidate responses to understand
what examiners are looking for at key grades

e Examiner reports to improve future teaching

IGCSE Community

You can find useful information, as well as

share your ideas and experiences with other
teachers, on our social media channels and
community forums.

Find out more at
www.cambridgeinternational.org/social-media

AN

4 www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024.

2 Syllabus overview

Aims
The aims describe the purposes of a course based on this syllabus.

The aims are to:

e develop the language proficiency required to communicate effectively in Mandarin Chinese at level A2 (CEFR
Basic User)

o offerinsights into the culture and society of countries and communities where Chinese is spoken

o develop awareness of the nature of language and language learning

e encourage positive attitudes towards speakers of other languages and a sympathetic approach to other cultures

e provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation

e develop transferable skills (e.g. memorising, drawing of inferences) to complement other areas of the
curriculum

e form a sound base of the skills, language and attitudes required for progression to work or further study, either
in Chinese or another subject area.

Content overview

The subject content is organised in five broad topic areas (A-E below). These provide contexts for the acquisition
of vocabulary and the study of grammar and structures. The study of these topic areas enables students to gain an
insight into countries and communities where Chinese is spoken. The five topic areas listed below are described in
more detail in section 3.

Everyday activities
Personal and social life
The world around us

The world of work

mo N>

The international world
The syllabus gives students opportunities to develop and apply a wide range of foreign language skills.

Candidates will be expected to read and understand a variety of written and spoken texts on familiar topics.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate understanding of the main ideas, opinions and attitudes, as well as
select and extract relevant details and deduce the meaning of occasional unknown words from context.

They will also have opportunities to write in Chinese on familiar, everyday topics, and to speak the language by
taking part in everyday conversations.

Support for Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese @

The School Support Hub is our secure online site for Cambridge teachers where you can find the resources
you need to deliver our programmes, including schemes of work, past papers, mark schemes and examiner
reports. You can also keep up to date with your subject and the global Cambridge community through our
online discussion forums.

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 5



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Syllabus overview

Assessment overview

All candidates take all four papers. Candidates will be eligible for grades A* to G.

All candidates take:

Paper 1 Approximately 40 minutes
Listening 25%
30 marks

Candidates listen to a number of recordings
and answer multiple-choice and matching
questions.

Externally assessed

and:

Paper 3 Approximately 10 minutes
Speaking 25%
40 marks

Candidates complete one role play and
conversations on two topics.

Internally assessed and externally moderated

Information on availability is in the Before you start section.

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse

and:

Paper 2 1 hour 15 minutes
Reading 25%
40 marks

Candidates read a number of texts and answer
multiple-choice and matching questions as
well as questions requiring short answers.

Externally assessed

and:

Paper 4 1 hour 15 minutes
Writing 25%
45 marks

Candidates complete one form-filling task,
one directed writing task and one task in the
format of an email/letter or article/blog.

Externally assessed

Back to contents page



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Syllabus overview

Assessment objectives

The assessment objectives (AOs) are:
AO1 Listening

L1:  understand the main points and key information in simple everyday material

L2: understand clear speech on a range of familiar topics

L3: understand the description of events and expression of ideas, opinions and attitudes in simple texts
L4: identify and select relevant information in predictable texts

AO2 Reading

R1: understand the main points and key information in simple everyday material

R2: understand authentic factual texts on a range of familiar topics

R3: understand the description of events and expression of ideas, opinions and attitudes in simple texts
R4: identify and select relevant information in predictable texts

AO3 Speaking

S1:  communicate clearly and effectively in a range of predictable everyday situations
S2: engage in conversations on familiar topics, expressing opinions and feelings

S3: use arange of structures and vocabulary with reasonable accuracy

S4: demonstrate some ability to maintain interaction

S5:  show some control of pronunciation and intonation
AO4 Writing

W1: communicate simple factual information clearly for everyday purposes
W2: write simple phrases and sentences on a familiar topic
W3: write simple connected texts describing events, experiences, opinions and hopes and ambitions

W4: use a range of simple vocabulary and language structures reasonably accurately

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 7



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Syllabus overview

Weighting for assessment objectives

The approximate weightings allocated to each of the assessment objectives (AOs) are summarised below.

Assessment objectives as a percentage of the qualification

Assessment objective Weighting in IGCSE %
AO1 Listening 25
AO2 Reading 25
AO3 Speaking 25
AO4 Writing 25
Total 100

Assessment objectives as a percentage of each component

Assessment objective Weighting in components %

Paper1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper 4
AO1 Listening 100 0 0 0
AO2 Reading 0 100 0 0
AO3 Speaking 0 0 100 0
AO4 Writing 0 0 0 100
Total 100 100 100 100

8 www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse Back to contents page



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024.

3 Subject content

Skills

The skills covered in the syllabus are outlined below.

Listening
e Understand short recordings dealing with everyday needs (e.g. simple transactions in shops, simple
directions or instructions).

e Understand factual information and ideas from a range of sources (e.g. announcements, phone messages,
news items, interviews, dialogues) on familiar topics.

e Understand descriptions of events, opinions, emotions, hopes and ambitions in simple texts (e.g. in radio
broadcasts, interviews, dialogues).

¢ Identify main points, specific information and details on everyday topics (e.g. personal and family
information, shopping, local area, employment, school, leisure activities).

e Identify main points, themes, opinions, ideas, emotions and attitudes in predictable texts (e.g. news reports,
conversations, interviews, simple monologues).

e Deduce the meaning of occasional unknown words and expressions from the context.

Reading
e Understand short, simple texts (e.g. signs and notices in public places, such as streets, restaurants and bus/
railway stations and airports).

e Understand authentic texts on familiar topics and situations (e.g. newspaper/magazine articles, email
messages, blogs and letters).

e Understand descriptions of events, opinions, emotions, hopes and ambitions in simple texts (e.g. in articles,
interviews or personal messages).

e Identify main points, specific information and details in predictable texts (e.g. advertisements, brochures,
menus, timetables, instructions, messages).

e Identify main points, themes, opinions, ideas, emotions and attitudes in predictable texts (e.g. newspaper/
magazine articles, simple plots of films or books).

e Deduce the meaning of occasional unknown words and expressions from the context.

Speaking

e Participate in short social exchanges (e.g. greet people, make and respond to invitations, apologies) and
communicate on familiar topics to meet simple needs (e.g. order food and drink, simple transactions in
shops, use public transport, ask and give directions, request information).

e Participate in unprepared conversations on familiar topics of personal interest or relevant to everyday life
(e.g. family, friends, home environment, hobbies and interests, education, work, travel).

e Describe past events and experiences, hopes and ambitions and give brief reasons for opinions and plans.

e Communicate with reasonable accuracy, using a range of structures, time frames and vocabulary relevant to
the given situation.

e Use simple connectors (e.g. and, but, because, then) to link a series of shorter discrete elements into a
connected sequence of points.

e Use appropriate strategies to maintain interaction.
e Use features of pronunciation and intonation to convey meaning and attitude.

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 9



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Subject content

Writing
e Fillin forms providing simple details.

e Communicate simple factual information in writing using everyday vocabulary and expressions.

e Write a series of simple phrases and sentences linked with simple connectors, relating to personal life,
immediate environment and everyday topics (e.g. writing about a holiday).

e Write simple connected texts (e.g. email messages, articles) on familiar topics (e.g. plans and arrangements,
likes and dislikes, family, home environment, hobbies and interests, education, work and travel).

e Describe past events and experiences, opinions, hopes and ambitions and give brief reasons for opinions
and plans.

e Communicate with reasonable accuracy, using a range of structures, time frames and vocabulary relevant to
the given situation.

e Use simple connectors (e.g. and, but, because, then) to link a series of shorter discrete elements into a
connected sequence of points.

10 www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse Back to contents page



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Subject content

Topic areas

Candidates will be required to show knowledge and understanding of the broad topic areas listed below. These
provide contexts for the acquisition of vocabulary and the study of grammar and structures. Through the study of
these broad topic areas, candidates gain insight into the cultures of countries and communities where Chinese is
spoken.

The sub-topics listed are provided as examples of what teachers may choose to focus on. They are examples only
and are not intended to be prescriptive or exhaustive.

Area Topic Areas Sub-topics

A Everyday activities e Time expressions (e.g. telling the time, days, days of the
week, months, seasons)

e Food and drink (e.g. meals, fruit and vegetables, meat, fish
and seafood, snacks, drinks, cutlery and utensils)

e The human body and health (e.g. parts of the body, health
and illness)

e Travel and transport (e.g. finding the way)

B Personal and social life e Self, family and friends (e.g. family and relationships,
describing physical appearance, character and mood)

e Home life (e.g. housing and locations, rooms and furniture,
household appliances)

e Colours
e Clothes and accessories
e Leisure time (e.g. things to do, hobbies, sport)

C The world around us e People and places (e.g. continents, countries and
nationalities, compass points)

e The natural world, the environment, the climate and the
weather

e Communications and technology (e.g. the digital world,
documents and texts)

e The built environment (e.g. buildings and services, shopping)

e Measurements (e.g. units of length and mass, units of
money)

D The world of work e Education (e.g. learning institutions, places and people in
school, the classroom, subjects and learning)

e Work (e.g. jobs and careers, the workplace)
E The international world e Countries, nationalities and languages

e Culture (e.g. customs, faiths and celebrations, famous sites
and cities)

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 1



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Subject content

Relationship between content and question papers

In addition to the topic areas, a list of vocabulary and a list of grammar and structures are provided in this syllabus
to guide teachers and candidates preparing for this examination. The complete lists can be found in section 4. The
table below summarises the relationship between the content and the question papers.

Paper Questions Topic areas Vocabulary list Grammar and
to be tested* structures
expected to learn
Paper 1 1-10 A B, C v Part 1
11-20 A B ,CD,E v Part 1
21-30 ABCD,E Parts 1and 2
Paper 2 1-7 A B, C v Part 1
8-9 A B CD,E v Part 1
10-1 AB,CD,E Parts 1and 2
Paper 3 Role play A/B,CD,E v Part 1
Topic conversations A B CD,E Parts 1and 2
Paper 4 1 A B,CD,E v Part 1
2-3 ABCD,E Parts 1and 2

* v in this column indicates the assessment tasks will be based on the Vocabulary list and only vocabulary from
the list will be tested.

12 www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse Back to contents page
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4 Details of the assessment

All questions requiring written responses are to be answered in Chinese.

Dictionaries are not allowed in the examination.

Paper 1 - Listening

Approximately 40 minutes, including 6 minutes’ transfer time, 30 marks

This paper consists of 30 multiple-choice and matching questions. Candidates answer all questions by selecting

the correct option. Each question tests comprehension of recorded texts (e.g. dialogues, announcements,
conversations). Candidates hear each recorded text twice. At the end of the test candidates will be asked to transfer
their answers onto the separate answer sheet.

Centres must check the Cambridge Handbook for the year candidates are taking the assessment. The
Cambridge Handbook tells you when and how to access the audio material for each examination series.
www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Teachers/invigilators must consult the relevant sections of the Cambridge Handbook about administering the
listening examination and for details about rooms, equipment, guidance on acoustics and checking the audio

material in advance.

Description of questions

Questions 1-5
Assessment objective
Task

Text types
Total marks

Questions 6-10
Assessment objective
Task

Text types
Total marks

Questions 11-15
Assessment objective
Task

Text types
Total marks

Back to contents page

L1

Candidates listen to short texts and answer five multiple-choice questions with
four options.

Announcements, phone messages, or statements
5

L1, L2

Candidates listen to a monologue or dialogue containing factual information and
answer five multiple-choice questions with four options.

Short monologue or dialogue
5

L1, L2, L4

Candidates listen to five short monologues and match the names of people with
the correct pictures.

Short monologues
5

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Description of questions (continued)

Questions 1620
Assessment objective
Task

Text types
Total marks

Questions 21-25
Assessment objective
Task

Text types
Total marks

Questions 26-30
Assessment objective
Task

Text types
Total marks

L2, L3, L4

Candidates listen to a dialogue (conversation or interview) and match speakers’
opinions/attitudes on different aspects.

Conversation or interview
5

L2, L3, L4

Candidates listen to a monologue and answer five multiple-choice questions
with four options.

Monologue
5

L2, L3, L4

Candidates listen to a dialogue (conversation, discussion or interview) and
answer five multiple-choice questions with three options.

Conversation, discussion or interview
5

Paper 2 - Reading
Written paper, 1 hour 15 minutes, 40 marks
This paper consists of seven groups of questions, each comprising a number of multiple-choice and matching

questions, as well as questions requiring short answers in Chinese. The number of questions in each group may vary
in each examination session.

Description of question groups
Question group 1 (Q1-Q5)

Assessment objective R1

Task Candidates answer multiple-choice questions with four options on some short
texts.

Text types Simple descriptions

Total marks 5

Question group 2

Assessment objective R1

Task Candidates match a series of short statements with correct pictures.

Text types Simple descriptions

Total marks 4

14 www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse Back to contents page



Question group 3
Assessment objective
Task

Text types

Total marks

Question group 4
Assessment objective
Task

Text types
Total marks

Question group 5
Assessment objective
Task

Text types
Total marks

Question group 6
Assessment objective
Task

Text types

Total marks

Question group 7
Assessment objective
Task

Text types
Total marks

Paper 3 — Speaking

Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

R1
Candidates answer multiple-choice questions with four options on a short text.

short descriptive text, email, message, postcard or letter
3

R2, R4

Candidates answer questions on a longer text requiring short responses in
Chinese.

Email, message, letter or blog
9

R2, R4

Candidates match a series of questions with four short texts on the description
of places, events, services or activities. All texts are on a common theme.

Short descriptions, advertisements, notices
5

R3, R4

Candidates answer multiple-choice questions with four options on a longer text.
Article

5

R3, R4

Candidates answer questions on a longer text requiring short responses
in Chinese.

Article
9

Approximately 10 minutes (plus 10 minutes of preparation time), 40 marks

Each speaking test lasts approximately 10 minutes, and is structured as follows:

e awarm-up section which is not assessed (approximately 30 seconds)

e one role play - candidates respond to five transactional questions to, for example, accomplish a task or obtain
goods or services (approximately two minutes)

e two topic conversations — candidates respond to questions on each topic to share views, opinions and
experiences (approximately four minutes per topic conversation).

Back to contents page
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Both the role play and the topic conversations are set in predictable, everyday contexts and are based on the topic
areas outlined in the syllabus.

During the preparation time, candidates study a role play scenario provided on a candidate card. They must be
supervised under exam conditions. Candidates are not allowed to make notes.

The tests are conducted and marked by the teacher/examiner using the speaking assessment materials and
assessment criteria provided. They are moderated by Cambridge International.

Speaking tests take place before the main examination series (see the relevant series’ timetable). Before the
speaking test period, centres will receive materials for the test. Teachers/examiners must allow sufficient time to
familiarise themselves with the materials and procedures (see the Cambridge Handbook for details).

Cambridge International supplies a teacher/examiner booklet comprising instructions, assessment criteria and
teacher/examiner scripts for the role plays and topic conversations. Candidate cards containing the role play
scenarios are also supplied.

The teacher/examiner allocates a role play and two topic conversations to each candidate according to a
randomisation grid provided in the teacher/examiner instruction booklet.

Administration of the speaking test

Further information about the administration of speaking tests is provided in the Cambridge Handbook for
the relevant year of assessment. For copies of the forms required for the speaking test as well as information
about the deadlines, sample size and methods of submission, please refer to the samples database at
www.cambridgeinternational.org/samples

Internal moderation

If more than one teacher in your centre is marking internal assessments, you must make arrangements to
moderate or standardise your teachers' marking so that all candidates are assessed to a common standard.
You can find further information on the process of internal moderation on the samples database at
www.cambridgeinternational.org/samples

You should record the internally moderated marks for all candidates on the Working Mark Sheet and submit these

marks to Cambridge International according to the instructions set out in the Cambridge Handbook for the relevant
year of assessment.

External moderation
Cambridge International will externally moderate all internally assessed components.

e You must submit the marks of all candidates to Cambridge International.
e You must also submit the marked work of a sample of candidates to Cambridge International.

The sample you submit to Cambridge International should include examples of the marking of each teacher. The
samples database at www.cambridgeinternational.org/samples explain how the sample will be selected.

External moderators will produce a short report for each centre with feedback on your marking and administration
of the assessment.

16 www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse Back to contents page



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Speaking assessment criteria grids

Role play
Each of the five role play tasks is assessed using the mark scheme below:

2 The information is communicated. Language is appropriate to the situation and is accurate.
Minor errors (e.g. use of prepositions) are allowed.

1 The information is partly communicated and/or the meaning is ambiguous.
Errors impede communication.

0 No creditable response.

Topic conversations

When both topic conversations have been completed, give a mark out of 15 for Communication and a mark out of
15 for Quality of Language.

Communication

Give a mark out of 15 for the candidate's performance in both topic conversations.

Mark Level Descriptor
13-15 Very good e Responds confidently to questions; may occasionally need repetition of words
or phrases.

e Communicates information which is consistently relevant to the questions.
e Frequently develops ideas and opinions.
e Justifies and explains some answers.

10-12 Good e Responds well to questions; requires occasional use of the alternative
question(s) provided.

e Communicates information which is almost always relevant to the questions.
e Sometimes develops ideas and opinions.
¢ Gives reasons or explanations for some answers.

7-9 Satisfactory e Responds satisfactorily to questions; frequently requires use of the alternative
question(s) provided.

e Communicates most of the required information; may occasionally give
irrelevant information.

e Conveys simple, straightforward opinions.

4-6 Weak e Has difficulty with many questions but still attempts an answer.
e Communicates some simple information relevant to the questions.
1-3 Poor e Frequently has difficulty understanding the questions and has great difficulty
in replying.

e Communicates one or two basic pieces of information relevant to
the questions.

0 o No creditable response.

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 17



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Quality of Language

Give a mark out of 15 for the candidate's performance in both topic conversations.

Mark Level Descriptor

13-15 Very good e Accurate use of a wide range of the structures listed in the syllabus with
occasional errors in more complex language.

e Accurate use of a wide range of vocabulary with occasional errors.

e Very good pronunciation, fluency, intonation and expression; occasional
mistakes or hesitation.

10-12 Good e Good use of a range of the structures listed in the syllabus, with some errors.
e Good use of a range of vocabulary with some errors.

e Good pronunciation and fluency despite some errors or hesitation; a good
attempt at correct intonation and expression.

7-9 Satisfactory e Satisfactory use of some of the structures listed in the syllabus, with
frequent errors.

e Satisfactory use of vocabulary with frequent errors.

e Satisfactory pronunciation and fluency despite frequent errors and
hesitation; some attempt at intonation and expression.

4-6 Weak e Limited range of structures and vocabulary, rarely accurate and/or complete;
frequent ambiguity.

e Pronunciation can be understood with some effort; very noticeable
hesitations and stilted delivery.

1-3 Poor e Very limited range of structures and vocabulary, almost always inaccurate.
e Poor pronunciation, rarely comprehensible; many serious errors.

0 e No creditable response.

18 www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse Back to contents page



Paper 4 — Writing

Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Written paper, 1 hour 15 minutes, 45 marks

This paper consists of a form-filling task, a directed writing task and an extended writing task in response to given

contexts and prompts.

Description of questions

Question 1
Assessment objective
Task

Total marks

Question 2
Assessment objective
Task

Total marks

Question 3
Assessment objective
Task

Total marks

Back to contents page

W1, W4

Candidates fill in a form with single words or short phrases in response to a given
context.

5

W2, W4

Candidates complete a directed writing task in about 80-100 characters on a
familiar, everyday topic.
12

W3, W4

Candidates choose between two tasks (an email/letter and an article/blog) and
complete one of these in about 150 characters.

28
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List of grammar and structures

Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

The list of grammar and structures provides students with an indication of the grammatical knowledge they are
expected to demonstrate in all of their assessments for IGCSE Mandarin Chinese. The list is not intended to be

restrictive.

The list is divided into two parts: Part 1 and Part 2. Please refer to section 3 of this syllabus about which part(s) may

be tested in the assessment papers.

PART 1
Verbs
A Auxiliary verbs

B Future
Sentences with no overt indication of the future
Sentences with 2 or &

Imminent future indicated by &+-+--- T
e Foeeene T
s S T

Sentences with the verbal aspect marker T
C Reduplication of verbs

D Progressive actions

Marked by &

Marked by iE and %%

Marked by /&

Marked by iE /&

Negation with &

E Perfective aspect marker T
Indicating a completed, limited, contrasted or
perfective action

Negation by /X and without T
With reference to the future

F Experiential aspect marker i
Indicating an experience in the past
Negation by /X

G Simple directional complements

H Complements of result

I Complements of degree
Verbs followed by ¥ and a complement of degree

J Postverbs
Use of the postverb /&
Use of the postverb %]

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse

#b
b
b
b
b

b
b
R

e
i
e
4t

X

#b

]

B & 2Ol Al ot
Bl B B

¥ R B

% iy
Bt

(X
yu
I

=1

G b o
R BE N
B N HE

X
k4|
M
AR

)

1£
A7

8
o

o

w

o

o

T A
I
=

=

o

By X

E I
Hé iﬁo
A OB,
S

T A Ko
WOt & AR

<

o

=

o

o

JL?

JL?
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K Verbal measure words
Nouns and noun phrases

A Plurals
Use of 417 with personal nouns

B Measure words
Use after numerals

Use after iX and AR
Use after JL and "}

Measure word &
Use of — & JL

C Possession
Using &9
Without 9

D Modification of nouns
Simple adjectives or attributives

Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

S
N

4

b R R oAl

With 9 F
Without #9 P
E  Noun phrases with #3
Linking modifier to the noun HE
b
Nominalising A
Prepositions He
1
=23
b
b
B/
Adverbs
A Sentences with an adverbial phrase before a verb
Point of time e
Place b
Manner i
Frequency £,
Other adverbs b
Movement A
Prepositional phrases (i
Conjunctive use of adverbs ZicA
b
B Sentences with an adverbial phrase after a verb
Complement of time after a verb ZiaA

Complement of time with the verbal aspect marker 7 &
Complement of time with the verbal aspect marker T

and the sentence particle T ZiA
Repetition of the verb o
Verb followed by postverb #
Verb followed by /F and a complement of degree a8
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&~ m~
MISIRG X

&

B e o

A}
>

\
g

=

oE
yed
(i
(

N
N

“a

1
f

ST 4k

T = k.

1

259

B AA
% F?

F o7

A

— & )L K,

* T & 7 L?
ELTE N

w4 R R A8 R IR
¥ B — % o BT

E o R IR T B?
Mo 4 % B2
F IR 8,
2 S

H A F 3,

fe 3t AR 4F7
|’ o

& B 1z,
X AL
X = Lk &,

B oo F 3 Ok iE,
A s F,
iﬁﬂiﬁiﬁﬁéo
=2 I < B -
e % B 13,
o E,

k, # FH H K,
= %,

T = %,

T = X To
kB F T A F
b2 1| N

T A& F Rk g
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Comparisons

Use of b teorb & E.
Use of 3k «eeeee —# A RPN — B
Use of 4§ =+ee++ — ¥ AR R — H
Use of Eb «eeeee 2 XK B AR K 2 R,
Use of kb +eeeee — = JL XA AR A K — & L.
Use of I XK B R Fo
Complement of quantity otk & K= ¥,
Use of XA in comparisons A% A B ¥F.
Numbers, dates and times
A Numbers
Cardinal numbers up to 10000
Ordinal numbers % —
Use of — and & - =, =
m AP
Approximate numbers = .9 K P
B Dates and times
Year — L L & F
Day and month wH=%5/w9WH=H
Days of the week £ 3 A
Time of day, including 24-hour clock =5 F D+ = & &2+
C Time expressions
------ 9 B4 WA Y B E B FT H A,
Use of VART + F AT 4 A2 A T M,
Use of VA& 9w FRE KR ET EH
Sentences
A Declarative sentences
Using & o2 P OE A
Using A e /= K P,
Using stative verbs # AR b,
Verbless sentences AR E B =,
B Negative statements
With 7~ 2 R R E Ao
With XA £ KA N L
With 7~ and stative verb SV
With 7~ and verb e R ko
With 7% and verb L i N
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

C Interrogative sentences

Using "5 G

Verb 7~ verb LA B N

AR 2 R &2 X B A?

B EA AR R e B?

Stative verb (SV) A~ SV s = NI

Using question words: i, #E 8, 9, R OL, JL, B Y, A
2, & 2, & 2 & H+ 4, + 4«
o8y, M 2 B4, L&, 49V,
Z: ...... 0_1;5?

Tag questions F 5?3 R F? O£ B2

Using "& R 2 P A B2

LA R £ & & & K2

D Sentence particle T

Indicating the attitude of the speaker to an event in the )

recent past e x db ® T

Use with stative verbs to indicate a changed situation ~ # #£ T,
A% T

Negation by %X (7 ) and without 7 ok (F) £ 46 ¥,

E Topic-comment construction XA B MR AT BH?

F The & ++++#J construction

Highlighting the circumstances of past events e & X F X 6,

G Position

Use of ££ with iX JL and A JL M A X )L,
% A& AR )l

Use of 1X JL and A} JU with places and the names of

people i AR R & AT X L
o £ £ % JF AR Il

Use of & with place and location A A ¥ i,
E R A XK F 38 4,

PART 2

Verbs

A Verbal aspect marker &

Indicating that an action is an accompaniment to

another action Z L (I - R

Indicating a state resulting from an action Wk FE — & 2 # T

B Compound directional complements &K B8 E, RN A B T kT 952
FAE RIS H A H KT,

C Potential complements

With ¥ to signify capability fo o A OE &R B IE

With 7~ to signify non-capability o o R OE &R B IE

Adverbs

A Adverbs of manner S G

Sentences

A The #& construction & 1 & IR B AL E L b,

With negator and/or modal verb before 42 AR ERE KR, &M E Z &
LI

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 23



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

24

B The #& construction
Passive sentences with #% as markers

With negator and/or modal verb before #%
C Theik, 4% construction

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse

FEE

&
A E b E

L F
% By

e

nt
AL

yu
"z

2]

Back to contents page



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Vocabulary list
The vocabulary list provided is intended as a guide for teachers to assist in the planning of lessons and schemes
of work. It is not intended to be prescriptive or exhaustive and the assessment tasks will require students to

understand and respond to words that are not on the list.

Although the skill of deduction is not directly tested, students should be taught the skill of deducing the meaning of
unknown words from the context on familiar topics.

Vocabulary is listed under particular topic headings but should be considered transferable, as appropriate, to the
other topics.

Adjective and attributive phrases

Al &g Ak 4
k) —Ak
7 I8 Zl)
oft — i & 4

Adverbs and adverbial phrases

Kk 3,
il 5

P ok
& 2
R—5% b
7 X
2% 4 7|
w Eic3
W %,
MK 4,
KA HiF
LR — 7
#R —4
% —#2
|3 g%
R by

N 7 H

£ 4 A
L FE
LA R
pia P4F
i: 3% p 3
V28 *‘%'ﬂ
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Auxiliary verbs

oL IR AE

N B

N3 R

7 (déi) 18

i %%

% %

¥ % %

wT VA

Conjunctions and conjunctive patterns

# (2D ek

T AR eeeeen 7 B 7 =

i e R

TS eeeees kg TP T HReeeeen TR /a2
B T e iA5h %%

AT Heenen Heenen
{a & — 3] eeenes — i eeeees
7 B B A eeeeee B VAewenes
i3 2Ry

LA N eeeoes N eeeoes
Fa 5

£ 3 Aeoees Aeoees
RE AR AR e eee
o2 P Beenen Feenann
% sk P eeeeen Foeeeees
Measure words

Common measure words

i 1

A g

TR BT

#® %

3 fz

A s

K K

i X

7 A

o A

4% J&

26 www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse Back to contents page



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Measure words (continued)

Container measure words

) #
PZ8 bl
® A
&

Verbal measure words

# —4& )L
R —TF
— &)L —
Nouns

T KA
i x&
ks AR5
P ey ARIF T
K 30
A0 LR
xF & A
L& 1K 3
7 ik A&
7 H EX))
75 & AR
77 X 4§ &
= AL
I8 BE
IHEAR A
HE AR
* & Gien
T4k K
&F X I
AL L3k
IS EL
2 ) -y
%% GRS
Fik R
F YN iz A,
= Aas F iRk
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Numbers
- +
= ]
= +
) 7
A %
t ]
AN 2—‘\
U
Particles
e, T
F 5
D] 7,
Ho, #
i
Prepositions and coverbs
Eogiicd *xF
e 3
M e
Ed) 7
*F %
2 A
513 ¥
Pronouns
AIA ¢
XK b
AR AT
AR IL K
ARE AN
AR 2 iX

s X)L
A1 XE
(i A
fe A
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Question words

% KBt i) A
%X 1+ 2 BHi%
% 1+ 24
JU i3

7R 8y
k)L A A
RE A
AR & (2) #
Verbs

Common verbs

% #
ZHE £}

i 7]

7 (3Z) % (dé)
H 8h Sl
¥ F

114 iT
1683 =

1o 3 &
ek 73
AT R
A, V28

£ oo 23
Kin %
"8 +IF
b #*

"z x

iR ) x Lt

H ] 4%

4 A %
&k h
RS W%
ir vid
Eomin B

ITH bl
* L (huan)
i
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

30

Verbs (continued)
Common verbs (continued)
EES

=) %

EES

#F

gy

T

iR

w4

3

75]‘.‘!

# &

il

XAk

R
#

™
#
2R
it ik
B

\

R L

B H
gAY

o
Ea

ao

(2L

& FF
%3]
T
b Sel
IRAT

N e

y\_
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Verbs (continued)

Common verbs (continued)

% 2

5 *
8 PN
1% E2d
i 8 i
F %
53] Jnif
7 &
#iF L
% %
AR #E
E -
Al A
L il
) (3
¥ed K
Stative verbs

g %
h TE
1 4
x ¥Fer
22 WA
A 454
iR bt
B9 %
5 EZ8

N " ¥
oINS 93
i Kk
48 Eus
X 7S

% 16

K B <
AR EKi
T4 ;z%
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Verbs (continued)
Stative verbs (continued)

A X2
* AT IR
B #
5 I
e R IR A
#* B
= it R
4 H A
S #
TR =]
= %,
JR IR J&
e 1%
4 2
A]‘f: 'J AEINN
K E #
* % —#
E A
iEes KT
by HALR
F 5% H 4
5 A AR
I£ Ao HEE
F¥ AR
1% T T b
S iz
7% A
A 7
# &2
] S
iNE h¥:
) "
VNS i

02 T&
x +0
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

Verb-object compounds

Fh= A AL
g K VR
"R HH
"2 A K
1z kA3
B 9K
T R
EAE s D 2
74T oz
R 1408
H & AR
=P i1
E AR g
AT wR A R
AR, B
HF 4 %
AR Y
&Y 4%
ReL AR N
K Wik
x (&dy, &4, 17) * i
2@ )L HE
] W, 75 E3 0
= SRR
CES o, oa
=1z T
T T 3
VR TR
i Bz
P 55
245 o
7 (&dr, €M, 17 ) RE A8
77 HR
& RS
A IR 7 5%
A R
Surnames

= x
Z x
R K

X A

)
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

A Everyday activities
Time expressions
...... o %
A
# R
HeBeenees 7
B AT
A 1)
A
Time expressions — Telling the time

Time expressions — Times of day
Ja R

AR

# R

DiPN

LS

L

Time expressions — Days of the week
H

EANEH

R

TAEM

23

Time expressions — Months/year
54

ho

54

DES

E:3

e

Time expressions — Seasons
AR

AR

F7
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

A Everyday activities (continued)
Food and drink — Meals

KA 4R
A& IR
4 2P 4
R TR
Food and drink - Fruit and vegetables

iinnn KR
24 =
S A
¥R % 41 45
#EH g £
Food and drink — Meat, fish and seafood

8¢ A
XEE S
Ay F R
A &
A gl
xR

Food and drink — Other foods

oF @ &,
Tk Bk &
B =934
A% gL
By )
28 A
Vi & k3

8 & EE
+# it A B
4 i
b8k RT
AR

Food and drink - Snacks

bt T %
EAE BR
E- 0N B R
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

36

A Everyday activities (continued)
Food and drink - Types of food

2

ES
JHRE

xS

Food and drink - Drinks

BB

VS

T

Xt

i

w7k

TR

Food and drink - Cutlery and utensils
T

X

7]

®T

Food and drink - Expressions (likes/dislikes, taste)
%L

Rt

EFeL

#Fee

+

The human body and health - Parts of the body
s

5

X

il

)i

QN

RT

F R

_f_
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

A Everyday activities (continued)
The human body and health — Health and illness

7 A%
"2 IR
1% 3
reiE 5%
T4t % E
AR I E
Y FE
-+ %
B & % s
il EA

A A E Iz
X ¥ %
priua W+ &
ARIAR U7 IR ? (e

4

Travel and transport

(R 3% (1%, 305, etc)
)3 RAE
L B
iR % RAT AL
H K Xk
AL & B &9 3
5 z
P22 ¥
sk g
W F AF b
AL i
=14k A
RCAR S Bt %) &
nwEAE F
PN 4k 9%
P 5%
PE S Gl
1B AR &
i &
BB A B
i BT %
i A
iz A ¥
keEE A
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

38

A Everyday activities (continued)
Travel and transport - Finding the way
ELAE

7 1)

gus

AR

LLERAT

i

b Sel

%o

53

Finding the way - Expressions

B eeeens E2E?

...... 1’%’ X)Lz ?

B Personal and social life

Y
1% 9]

A

+F% o

2 (db, =, F#) A&

i
w (&, £) #
j}_ ...... i

...... j}_u}]‘i}b?

Self, family and friends — Greetings and conversational phrases

TAF &
REA
N

X AL
AR
18] dm
FRIRART
Ik
XA

& h

R4
7455 ?
Self, family and friends - Invitations
BHha

xR AL
WAL W
T A

‘;'—)1
" A

Self, family and friends — Family and relationships

KA
* 5
JLT
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

B Personal and social life (continued)
Self, family and friends - Family and relationships (continued)

= Sy
£9/3 4L
HELAE A A
o4k %7
ZA TR
At -
b5 Fhc
W45 T
Tk Ik XX
&% A
EUE U
5% ) A
FhA LK
Self, family and friends — Describing physical appearance

(B) R4 e
K kA
48 e
) AR B
EoS A
i

Self, family and friends — Describing character and mood
2 s
£3 i
B 9 iz
54 B
ET J& A%
FF B BT
Self, family and friends — Personal details

A H 2
He 8, 4 H
W7 5 ¥

LA RIS AKX
# o
= ANEL:R
Rk &
&F 1% 4
o P %)
ik 12 3k
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

B Personal and social life (continued)
Home life - Housing and locations

YR H
Vi3 A
X %
Hoht RAS
5F Am
= Ak &2
%9 4
E R X
il s
By B AR
AR ) B
Home life - Rooms and furniture

=2 R=
£ %4
Bt By R
wF il
I/ 2R
A e
WIT &I
5 1] E
id 4R
K RAe
G A #5
T 7
I

Home life - Bathroom

Jul B Vi
£ Uil
T A ) BE
Home life - Household appliances

kA 2
LA AR
LA

Home life - Household tasks

iT43 % 9] K 5
AR
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B Personal and social life (continued)
Home life - Daily routine

PLIR AR AL IR
LA AR A T
LR o, o
FRIR R
Colours

2 p3
Beé %

4 5

4t E

3 # (&)
2 (&) .3
whevif &, %
Clothes and accessories

e xR
A+ 4 iR
MR F%
F F&
AR T
) ik

%9 7% 153
AR 5 IR
5 3
ERAE %52
AR RIR
2R KR
" 4
AT % AR
L) B
T

Leisure time - Things to do and hobbies

& 4 R F
e E
5 5
KA it fiy
W, L R 45
w34 2.3 )L
LR A EXi
)@ 5 wEA
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B Personal and social life (continued)
Leisure time - Things to do and hobbies (continued)

T H ¥k
AR (A
A Bk E
F W & R
T O(KI|EE, DRE, etc) .
£ B A
RAT IR T Ak
EHEH FAL
%@ DN
AN IR
B2 AR
et FRE
&

Leisure time - Sport

PR 2R 34
1983 FER
N KL
AL 2R Rk
TR 2z

TR Ik AR
H ok K
i DESE
R iE
ey BHE
HER IR

C The world around us
People and places - Continents and countries

BK A I ESB
K F M mE K
PiqEd ok T
% B E3E]
PP Ed| £ M
JEN RK M
B R H A&
H R R
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

C The world around us (continued)
People and places - Continents and countries (continued)

79 P2 T B
#7 Ao I *
RIA) P
il

People and places - Compass points and locations

A Fi
ki AT
L7 Lt
T I &
i3 i
| ikl
Rl i Ev]
R G 7
i) 5
3t & T
(b Lk
)=3v1 VAR
2| VAT
#E yexvl
®T T 1]
# s
#i £
7

The natural world and the environment

* AR
5 3
HR oL
ey I X
A #f
=gl A AR
T R
# #H4
%2 X e
FH 5
ERe 22
=z A A F 4
¥ 14
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44

C The world around us (continued)
The natural world and the environment - The climate and the weather

= N

5

SRR R R ¥
ju

4

£ e
L am

PRH

The natural world and the environment — Animals

R
74
R %
N
%)
3
A
R
Z K
Y2
5

Communications and technology - The digital world

R NN

HE
W, fix
W, fiz 7% %,
w7, 5 Wl 4
W, 55 2K,
%213
]
Y=
W fis
B
i
R
A3 M sk
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Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Details of the assessment

C The world around us (continued)
Communications and technology — Documents and texts

R4 4B
EN =
LTk A
A& <&
I i,
it 12
B1E R K P

E:

a~

The built environment - Buildings and services

(&) w37 % R4E
448 Ji
BT R
FAE A o
AZ T #Hr
LRI LEZ
R 7 /5
B JE &0
BAE T 3%
JR 3 B ¥ /&
) wE
o *%39
I 54
K F o M vE,
w4 % AN
HE %5
ERA RAT
BE R B
Al R
o A T

+~ +20K/T

Buildings and services - Post office

7 BER (38)
ES HE
& (#) 17
AL S
F13 Z 48
UARERS R
w3
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C The world around us (continued)

Buildings and services — Bank

B U
Pk Mk ()
23 AT
Buildings and services - Lost and found

% fir

ES 2Ny
The built environment - Shopping

IT¥r &8

% VK2 g2

R4 6 B

JR %5 R AR T
& B % S
iR % B R
" B
PR 4

S S 207
iz 2 AF
B & Al B ]
L A
KA

Measurements - Units of length and mass

2T il

NE A
Measurements - Units of money

i =3

7S T

D The world of work

Education - Learning institutions

RF FIE
) %ILRA
FR ik
Education - Places in school

TN E A
AL N3k 3R
R 3
FRE FARIT
18 A B UK
WE BH
RHE
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D The world of work (continued)
Education - People in school
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Education - In the classroom, learning tools
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Education - Subjects and learning
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D The world of work (continued)
Education - Subjects and learning (continued)
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Work - Jobs and careers
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D The world of work (continued)

Work - The workplace
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E The international world

Countries, nationalities and languages
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Culture - Customs, faiths and celebrations
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Culture - Famous sites and cities
AL
LT

£ 514

K IR
Kiz
EZ3
LR 7S
+ i

B g

J M
AEAR
AT

R

s 2k

Back to contents page

8]
iR
BT
Rk

A T Ay FiE+5 L85 E

A
JRAL

4 H

4 BBk R
ZpET
# AL
#F
R R
AR

12
A E
B
tiE
Lo RE
R0
RiE

F iz

A X

v

79 4
x#

ER e 1H]

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse

49



Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese 0547 syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024.

50

5 What else you need to know

This section is an overview of other information you need to know about this syllabus. It will help to share the
administrative information with your exams officer so they know when you will need their support. Find more
information about our administrative processes at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Before you start

Previous study

We recommend that learners starting this course should have studied a Chinese curriculum at lower secondary
level or equivalent national educational framework.

Guided learning hours

We design Cambridge IGCSE syllabuses based on learners having about 130 guided learning hours for each subject
during the course but this is for guidance only. The number of hours a learner needs to achieve the qualification
may vary according to local practice and their previous experience of the subject.

Availability and timetables

All Cambridge schools are allocated to one of six administrative zones. Each zone has a specific timetable.
You can view the timetable for your administrative zone at www.cambridgeinternational.org/timetables
You can enter candidates in the June exam series.

Check you are using the syllabus for the year the candidate is taking the exam.

Private candidates can enter for this syllabus. For more information, please refer to the Cambridge Guide to Making
Entries for the relevant series.

Combining with other syllabuses

Candidates can take this syllabus alongside other Cambridge International syllabuses in a single exam series. The
only exceptions are:

e Cambridge IGCSE First Language Chinese (0509)
e Cambridge IGCSE Second Language Chinese (0523)
o syllabuses with the same title at the same level.

Cambridge IGCSE, Cambridge IGCSE (9-1) and Cambridge O Level syllabuses are at the same level.

Group awards: Cambridge ICE

Cambridge ICE (International Certificate of Education) is a group award for Cambridge IGCSE. It allows schools
to offer a broad and balanced curriculum by recognising the achievements of learners who pass examinations in a
range of different subjects.

Learn more about Cambridge ICE at www.cambridgeinternational.org/cambridgeice
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Making entries

Exams officers are responsible for submitting entries to Cambridge International. We encourage them to work
closely with you to make sure they enter the right number of candidates for the right combination of syllabus
components. Entry option codes and instructions for submitting entries are in the Cambridge Guide to Making
Entries. Your exams officer has a copy of this guide.

Audio material

The Cambridge Handbook tells you when and how to access the audio material for each examination
series. www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Exam administration

To keep our exams secure, we produce question papers for different areas of the world, known as administrative
zones. We allocate all Cambridge schools to one administrative zone determined by their location. Each zone has
a specific timetable. Some of our syllabuses offer candidates different assessment options. An entry option code
is used to identify the components the candidate will take relevant to the administrative zone and the available
assessment options.

Support for exams officers

We know how important exams officers are to the successful running of exams. We provide them with the support
they need to make your entries on time. Your exams officer will find this support, and guidance for all other phases
of the Cambridge Exams Cycle, at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Retakes

Candidates can retake the whole qualification as many times as they want to. This is a linear qualification so
candidates cannot re-sit individual components.

To confirm if an option is available to carry forward marks for this syllabus, see the Cambridge Guide to Making
Entries for the relevant series. Regulations for carrying forward internally assessed marks can be found in the
Cambridge Handbook for the relevant year of assessment at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Equality and inclusion

We have taken great care to avoid bias of any kind in the preparation of this syllabus and related assessment
materials. In compliance with the UK Equality Act (2010) we have designed this qualification to avoid any direct
and indirect discrimination.

The standard assessment arrangements may present unnecessary barriers for candidates with disabilities or learning
difficulties. We can put arrangements in place for these candidates to enable them to access the assessments and
receive recognition of their attainment. We do not agree access arrangements if they give candidates an unfair
advantage over others or if they compromise the standards being assessed.

Candidates who cannot access the assessment of any component may be able to receive an award based on the
parts of the assessment they have completed.

Information on access arrangements is in the Cambridge Handbook at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Language

This syllabus is available in English only. The assessment materials are in Chinese.
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After the exam

Grading and reporting
Grades A*, A, B, C, D, E, F or G indicate the standard a candidate achieved at Cambridge IGCSE.

A* is the highest and G is the lowest. ‘Ungraded’ means that the candidate’s performance did not meet the
standard required for grade C. ‘Ungraded’ is reported on the statement of results but not on the certificate. In
specific circumstances your candidates may see one of the following letters on their statement of results:

* Q(pending)

e X (noresult)

e Y (tobeissued).

These letters do not appear on the certificate.

How students and teachers can use the grades

Assessment at Cambridge IGCSE has two purposes:

e to measure learning and achievement
The assessment:

- confirms achievement and performance in relation to the knowledge, understanding and skills specified in
the syllabus, to the levels described in the grade descriptions.

e toshow likely future success
The outcomes:

- help predict which students are well prepared for a particular course or career and/or which students are
more likely to be successful

- help students choose the most suitable course or career.

Grade descriptions

Grade descriptions are provided to give an indication of the standards of achievement candidates awarded
particular grades are likely to show. Weakness in one aspect of the examination may be balanced by a better
performance in some other aspect.

Grade descriptions for Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese will be published after the first assessment of the
syllabus in 2022. Find more information at www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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Changes to this syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024

This syllabus is version 2, published September 2020.
You are strongly advised to read the whole syllabus before planning your teaching programme.

Changes to version 2 published September 2020

Changes to assessment e We have updated information on Paper 1 Listening.
(including changes to specimen e The duration is now approximately 40 minutes, including 6 minutes
papers) transfer time.

e Candidates will complete the question paper as they listen to the
audio material and at the end of the test they will be asked to transfer
their responses onto the separate answer sheet.

e We have updated the specimen paper, mark scheme, transcript and
audio material to allow you to practice this with your candidates
before the first examination.

Other changes e For Paper 1 Listening we have replaced the word CD with audio
material, to reflect the use of new technology.

e For further information on when the audio material will be available
and how to access them see the Cambridge Handbook.

The syllabus has been reviewed and revised for first examination in 2022.
Changes to version 1, published September 2019

Changes to syllabus content e Information that was previously in the Defined Content Booklet,
such as the Minimum Core Vocabulary and the List of Grammar and
Structures, is now in the syllabus.

e The list of broad topic areas remains the same as the previous syllabus.
The list of sub-topics has been updated. These sub-topics are not
intended to be prescriptive or exhaustive.

e The sub-skills to be taught are identified and listed under the relevant
skills in the subject content section.

e The vocabulary list has been updated. The list is intended as a guide
for teachers to assist in the planning of lessons and schemes of work.
It is not intended to be prescriptive or exhaustive. Some assessment
tasks may require students to understand and respond to words that
are not on the list.
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Changes to assessment e The assessment objectives (AOs) have been revised.
(including changes to specimen e Paper 1 Listening will consist of matching as well as three- and four-
papers) option multiple-choice questions.

e Paper 2 Reading will consist of seven groups of questions, each
comprising a number of multiple-choice or matching items, as well as
items requiring short answers in Chinese.

e Paper 3 Speaking has been updated. Candidates will complete one role
play (consisting of five tasks) and two topic conversations.

e The levels descriptors in the mark scheme for Paper 3 have also been
revised.

e Paper 4 Writing will consist of three tasks — a form-filling task, a
directed writing task and a choice of two extended writing tasks (an
email/letter or an article/blog).

e The mark scheme for Paper 4 has also been revised. Candidates’
responses to Questions 2 and 3 will be marked using level descriptors.

Other changes e The changes to the syllabus content and assessment have been
made to ensure that candidates have opportunities to demonstrate
language proficiency at level A2 (Basic User) of the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment
(CEFR).
e Grade descriptions will be published after the first assessment of this
syllabus.

In addition to reading the syllabus, you should refer to the updated specimen assessment materials. The specimen
papers will help your students become familiar with exam requirements and command words in questions. The
specimen mark schemes explain how students should answer questions to meet the assessment objectives.

Any textbooks endorsed to support the syllabus for examination from 2022 are suitable for use with O
this syllabus.
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